THE 
BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST 


PUBLISHED 


The American Schools Oriental Research 
(Jerusalem and Baghdad) 


409 Prospect St.. New Haven, Conn. 


Fig. |. A Street in Pompeii 


WERE THERE CHRISTIANS POMPEII? 
the days Paul Pompeii was one the notable cities Italy. 
port and center trade, had least 20,000 inhabitants and must 
have had far-reaching contacts. Located the Bay Naples, was not 
far from Puteoli, where Paul, his way Rome, landed and “found 
brethren" (Acts 28:14). was resort for many rich was 
constant touch with Rome, where there was strong and widely known 
church. from the Roman church traveled down the Appian Way 
toward Puteoli meet Paul (Acts 28:15). 
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Were there Christians Pompeii well Puteoli and Rome? 
Readers Lytton's The Last Days Pompeii will recall that pictures 
the Christian movement the fated city. But actual evidence for 
view has been lacking. occurred the terrific volcanic eruption 
Mt. Vesuvius which completely covered the city with ashes and cinders. 
the middle the eighteenth century excavations have gradually 
this treasury ancient Roman culture. Until quite recently, 
archaeology has provided evidence the presence Christians 
Pompeii. 

November 1936, Della Corte, director excavations 
Pompeii, noticed recently uncovered column the following formula: 


ATOR 
was réminded that fragment containing twelve letters this formula 
had been found October 1925. 

The same curious arrangement letters was found four times 
during excavations Dura-Europos the Euphrates River. Since 
Dura was destroyed about 256 D., these examples cannot later then 
ihat date. Another example the same formula has been found 
Roman structure Cirencester, England. may contemporary with the 
Dura examples. 

With widespread use the formula medieval and even modern 
times, often for magical purposes, are not concerned. merely 
that all these later uses have the lines reverse order, the SATOR 
line the top line, then AREPO, and on. pass the many impro- 
bable solutions the intriguing formula and point out the three most 
fensible explanations the mystery. 
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Jew constructed the basis Ezekiel and 10. SATOR 

Latin for AREPO may the name angel, TENET means 
Ezekiel 10:2, who sowed coals fire taken from 
tween the wheels, thereby symbolizing divine judgment upon the city 
Jerusalem. sower Arepo holds works the 
the Roman destruction Jerusalem D., the Jew announced 
invoked this same divine judgment upon proud Rome. 


arc, 


ne? 
Fig. Jar from Lachish 
Painted the Painter 
Christian constructed the formula express his faith. The 
letter was early used Christians symbol the cross, The vertical 
horizontal readings TENET combine make cross. The twenty-five 
when the middle used twice, conceal two occurrences each 
hen two Christian symbols: 
Pater Noster, the first two words the Prayer Latin; and 
and which can taken the Latin representation 
Alpha and Omega, used Rev. 21:6 God, and Rev. 
22:13 (cf. 1:17; 2:8) Christ. 
Jew converted Christianity used his knowledge 
visions background in-constructing formula which would both express 
symbols his new faith, and announce invoke divine judgment Rome. 
This view combines the two previously mentioned. 
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While the writer intends continue study this problem and hopes 
his conclusions fuller form elsewhere, now feels that this third 
explanation probable, and that there were Christians Pompeii. recent 
report! that the impression cross has been found house Pompe 
will, confirmed, strengthen this conclusion. 


is, however, revolutionary conclusion. Not only does assert the 
presence Christian believers Pompeii, but also indicates that 
persecution the Christians Rome had thus early aroused the 
Christians produce and cherish formula which announced God 
judgment Rome. Most important all, this conclusion means that 
were Latin-speaking Christians the third quarter the first century. 
Heretofore convincing evidence existed the use Latin 
Christians the first century. Paul wrote Rome Greek; Mark, the 
"Roman was written Greek; Clement, written from 
about D., was Greek work; and even into the second century, 
prevailed the Roman church. Our conclusion makes Mark's 
reflections of, contacts with, Latin seem more important. And the que:- 
tion must asked whether the earliest Latin translations the New Teste- 
ment may have been made, not Africa usually held, but Italy. 


known from inscriptions that Jews Pompeii, and 
generally, used Latin. Partly for this reason Jerphanion holds the 
origin the formula, and denies any Christian reference connection. But 
can mere chance that the formula contains the four hints 
origin given above? While hope new discoveries will lead greater 


certainty, now seems probable that there were Pompeii 


Christians, part whom least were Jewish origin. 


Floyd Filson* 


FIRST GREAT ARTIST 


ancient times Palestine was not country without culture, 
was always country which was very poor. Its inhabitants had little money 
either for the purchase support luxuries. And great art has always 
been luxury. Artists must have wealthy patrons who are interested 
work. was the royal court and the wealthy the 
countries around Palestine which supported and result produced the 


great art those countries. Palestine there was centralized 


government for only very short period its only natural, ther, 
that most the luxuries were imported from artists neighboring 
that occasional artist should imported for particular job, wes 
stipulated, for example, the agreement between Solomon and Hiram 


Theologische Blatter, November 1938, 282. 
* Professor of New Testament Literature and History, Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Chicago. 
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Tyre Kings 7:13 ff.). Native art, for reasons poverty, was never able 
attain very high level distinction, except one period. That period 
was the so-called Late Bronze Age, particular the centuries B.C. 
And this period mainly illumined the work just one man—one whose 
work was unrecognized until year ago, but whom history must now accord 
degree immortality. 


Fig. Vase Painting the Centuries 


two recent excavations, namely Megiddo the north Palestine 
and Tell (pronounced a-jool), mound the south near Gaza, 
large quantities fine painted pottery have been found levels the 
centuries Pieces have been found other sites 
Palestine, and far north Ras Shamra Syria. addition large 
quantity has been found tombs the eastern coast Cyprus. Compared 


with other native wares, the vases are exceptionally well-made, and 


finished light buff color order that the painted decoration may stand 
out. This decoration usually colors, red and black, and employs, 
addition elaborate geometric designs, birds, fish and animals fill the 
spaces between—see Figs. where the colors are designated black lines 
for black, and dotted lines for red. 


Last fall Mr. Heurtley the Palestine Archaeological Museum 
published very careful study all this painted pottery, and showed that 
the most was unquestionably the work one artist.2 examining every 


Figure reproduced courtesy the Institute the University Chicago. The 
others are drawings made from reproductions in other published works: Fig. 2 is a vase from Lachish, 
discovered the Expedition; Fig. and were found Sir Flinders 
Petrie Tell Fig. from Tell el-Hesi; and are from Gezer; and are from 
Cyprus; and # was found at Minet el-Beida, the port of ancient Ras Shamra-Ugarit in Syria. All are 
the work the artist except Fig. and 

2. Quarterly of the Department of Antiquities in Palestine, Vol. Vil! (1938), pp. 2! ff. 
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detail the way which the fish, birds and animals were drawn noticed 


certain recurrent characteristics, peculiarities drawing which could only 


explained the work one painter. Note especially the birds Figs. 2-4: 
the feet, the head, the curved beak, the eyes and most the tails are 
the same way. first glance one might think that this work could 


school artists and not just one man, but certain peculiarities 
this impossible. Compare, for example, the animal the vase from Lachis 


(Fig. and that from Gezer (Fig. g). The head, the horns, the neck 
the feet are drawn almost the same way, allowing course for slight 
variations. The neck, for example, filled with red, but the middle 
each case left white. The fish offer larger variation design (Fig. 
but this case the work individual that the hand the 
can always detected. After studying his work carefully, 
apparent that such painting Fig. and were not done him, but 
crude attempts imitate his work. 


Fig. 4. Examples of the ‘Ajjul Painter's Art from Megiddo 


When large collection the vases this artist 
one struck not only his ingenuity design and the varied use 
but certain whimsical humor which almost always present. The artist 
had that quality greatness which enabled him impart something his 
personality his work, and, though long dead and his art only now 
being discovered, something that personality can still felt. quote 
Mr. Heurtley, "it not question the repetition certain formula 
but the recurrence certain mannerisms, especially the drawing 
beaks, legs, fins, and general definite character, more easily fet 
than described, which has been imparted the figures. Personality has, 
fact, There something about the birds, for example, 
Fig. a-b which causes one examine them second time, and the 
one studies them, the more attracted them. not merely que:- 


called the painter because large collection his work was first found Tell 
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tion the purity the curved line, though that present, but rather 
indefinable whimsical quality. exageration, therefore, say that 
have here the first individual, well the first great artist, which 
Palestine produced (according our present knowledge). 


Fig. Air View Tyre 


Unfortunately know little the life history the painter. 
Mr. Heurtley marshals enough evidence indicate that probably started 
his work Megiddo about 1550 little later. Subsequently 
transferred his activity the south Palestine. Though Mr. Heurtley 
mentions only Tell the scene his later activities, quite 
possible that Gezer may have been other words quite likely 
that the painter may have been itinerant artist, offering his services 
the highest bidders among the rulers the small city-states Canaan. Fig- 
ure represents some his earliest work Megiddo, while Figs. and 
illustrate some his more mature products after has arrived South 
Palestine. was while was this region, all probability, that his fame 
spread Syria, Cyprus, and perhaps even Egypt, since examples this 
type pottery have been found Egypt. large group vases found 
Cyprus has uniformity about which suggests that was single con- 
signment. The form the jugs not Palestinian but Cyprian, which means 
that exporters even that day catered the tastes. These jugs 
were made pottery wheel, when native Cyprian wares were handmade, 
and they were elaborately decorated the ‘Ajjul painter time when 
native Cyprian potters made use only the most formal and conventional 
painted designs which their fathers before them had used. Little wonder 
then that the Cyprian importers carefully preserved the vases their tombs 
for use the after-life. 


4. Professor Macalister, who excavated Gezer between 1902 and 1909, never published much of this 
type of pottery, but that he found large quantities of it is clear from his preiiminary reports in the 
Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund. 
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the peoples unto many isles, thy borders are the heart the sees; 
thy builders have perfected thy was the ancient city Tyve 
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are greatly indebted Mr. Heurtley for introducing one 
the greatest artists which Palestine ever produced individualist who must 
have fulfilled all the requirements and see 
NEWS ABOUT OLD TYRE* 
thou that dwellest the entry the sea, that art the merchant 


the prophet Ezekiel described (Ezekiel 27:3,4). But today and for many 
hundreds years, travellers ships hurrying unconcernedly past sleepy 
little Arab village the way Haifa, have looked down into the clear 
Mediterranean waters and seen there piles great blocks. Men say they 
are stone and granite ruins some ancient construction. This all that 


remains the Queen the Mediterranean, her mighty fortress and her 
busy port where ships from all the world once rode anchor. 


When King Hiram was helping Solomon build his fleet see 
Vol. No. and years later (sixth century C.) when Ezekiel was de- 


nouncing the great city for its wanton wickedness, Tyre (now peninsula) was 


island separated from the mainland half mile sea and protected 


impregnable fortress. was said have two harbors, one the 


northeast, known the Zidonian, and southern one, the Egyptian. those 


days Tyre was famous for her glass works and purple dyes, but her real 
ness lay her trade. From these harbors her merchant vessels went forth 
carrying the wealth the world from the Persian Gulf the Straits 


Gibraltar. Hers was empire wealth and commerce rather than land 


and armies. 


The envious eyes many king and pirate were cast the concer- 
trated wealth and beauty the Phoenician capital, and Tyre would often 
have fallen prey the sword had not been for the strong fortifications 
which again and again repelled her foes. But there came time when her 


protections failed. After siege seven months, Tyre was captured 


Alexander the Great 332 when thousands the inhabitants perishec. 
Although the city was rebuilt and repopulated within few years and 
tried continue their trade, Tyre never regained her former strength. Her 
trade, and with it, her wealth ebbed away; her harbors and her ports fell 
disuse, and the once mighty queen city became unimportant village. 


*We are grateful to the Editor and publishers of Syria for the permission to publish the photograp!s 
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These vanished harbors have for the past century attracted the interest 
archaeologists. Were there really two harbors? Were the piles blocks 
seen through the water the ruins some man-made construction? were 
they merely natural rock formations? not, what were the constructions? 
And how did the masters ancient Tyre protect their harbor harbors 
from the fierce storms and mighty waves the Mediterranean? These and 
many other questions rose their mnds. But how find the answers? One 


cannot excavate water. 


Fig. Deep-Sea Diver with Underwater Camera 


Then 1934 Frenchman, Father Poidebard discovered the answers. 
that year began experiment with new method archaeological 
research. proposed try aerial photography and surveying, deep-sea 
and under-water photography, and check the results with 
slong the shore. His first campaign and those which followed 1935 and 


were successful. 


Beginning with aerial surveys, Father Poidebard found what others have 
also discovered, that one can see from great height details not visible from 
the ground surface from boat. Figure air photograph the 
modern peninsula. the left the indented southern harbor can clearly 
seen the beginning line which resembles breakwater. Using such 
surveys and photographs guides, Father Poidebard sent down, first native 
sponge divers reconnoiter the submarine area, and then deep-sea divers 
furnished with all the latest scientific equipment diving suits and helmets 
and special under-water cameras (see Fig. 6). 
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These men discovered that what had been seen from the surface was 
not natural shoal the mouth, but truth the ruins some man- 
made construction. The aerial photograph was accurate. There had been 


ancient times massive, finely built breakwater (in places some feet below 


the surface), forming safe anchorage for the Phoenician ships. careful 
was planned and constructed that had formed excellent protection 
against the prevailing winds and storms that area. Futher investigation 
proved that ancient descriptions the city were correct. those days 
there had been two harbors, the northern one being likewise protected 
sturdy breakwater. 


When were these breakwaters constructed? Who built them? Ard 
how? What did they look like? Father Poidebard does not attempt 
answer these questions. The answers lie future research. Once again 
marvels modern science will, doubt, help understand the marvels 
ancient engineering. Perhaps shall able find the old harbor 
fortifications and discover when and even how the ancient Phoenicians 
their harbor protections, hidden for many centuries under the sea. Then 
shall know more the Tyre that dwelt the entry the and 
the builders who perfected her beauty. 

Emily DeNyse Wright 


LAMPS, POLITICS, AND THE JEWISH RELIGION 


Like the weather and the poor politics always with us, whether for 
better for worse. Any good textbook the history the Jewish religion 
explains with some detail the influence politics the development that 
religion between the sixth and the first century that time the 
Hebrew people were all but swallowed one political typhoon after an- 
other. First was the Babylonians; next was the Persians, followed shortly 
the Greeks under Alexander the Great. Finally, came the Romans whose 
rule brought destruction the last temple which the Jews were ever build. 
For time, during the second and early first centuries C., looked 
though the Jews might able create new independent state suc- 
cessful revolt against the Seleucids whom Alexander the Great left 
Syria. But their new independence under such men John 
could not withstand the empire-building Romans. 

Each these political developments had profound influence 
the religious life the Jews. Just so, each also reflected the outwar 
external accoutrements culture such archaeology able 
Curiously enough, some these political movements are more clearly re- 
flected Palestinian lamps than anywhere else. 
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When the Hebrews entered Palestine, they adopted the Canaanite 
saucer for oil which had pinched lip hold the wick (see Fig. 7:2). 
With slight modifications they used this lamp for thousand years, few 
them ever dreamed inventing more practical type which could carri- 
around more easily without spilling the oil. far the writer aware, 
the earliest really lamp which has been Palestine was 
discovered Dr. Elihu Grant Haverford College the Bib.ical city 
(see Fig. 7:1). Beth-shemesh was destroyed Nebuchadnezzar 
about 587 C., and its more prosperous citizens were apparently carried off 
into Babylonian captivity, for the city was never rebuilt. The lamp ques- 
tion imported Mesopotamian lamp, and was found tomb which 
dated sometime after the fall the city, probably somewhere between 


550 and 500 


Fig. 7. Lamps from Palestine * 


When all facts are carefully considered, highly probable that this 

the tomb one the Judean Exiles who was released from captivity 
the Persian and who returned his native land, the site his boy- 
home, for death and honorable burial near his fathers. Among his 
belongings was this Mesopotamian lamp, type far more practical than the 
caucer forms which were commonly used, smaller, has closed tube for 
wick, would certainly more with oil, and would probably 
give better light. Not enough this type was brought back the Exiles, 
however, make any impression the native pottery industries, for imita- 


tions were not extensively made until about three hundred years later. 
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the meantime trade with Greece increased. The Athens 


Phidias, and Plato was making itself known throughout the Mediterranean 


Beginning the fifth century few beautiful black-glazed Athen 


lamps arrived Palestine. They were popular that during the fourth can 


tury Palestinian merchants imported them great numbers. Beautiful 


also practical, they were small and compact, and could carried 


without danger the oil's spilling catching fire. Such was the 


for this type lamp that the native potters began make 
and during the third century, shortly after the conquest Alexander 


Great, the old saucer lamp lost its popularity and gradually fell into 


There was revival the saucer, however, during the second century 
C., when the Jews gained their short-lived independence. The Maccabeans, 
the leaders the revolt were called, were intensely nationalistic. Greek 
lamps were foreign; and the saucer seems have been revived more 


keeping with strict Jewish traditions. Figure 7:3 example the 


form which very much smaller than the old saucer type. 


though, that such lamp could never have been practical, and not 


prising that ceased used after the the last Jewish 


dent state Palestine. Our modern Ametica furnishes plenty 
tions the fact that object common must practical well 


Roman domination Palestine brought the influence Roman culture, 
and was increasingly difficult for Jewish teachers keep their flock 


“old paths where the good (Jer. and wherein their forefathers 


had stood. Again the lamp forms furnish good index the state 


All those use were either imported made foreign models. Figure 


example. The native saucer lamp was never again revived. 
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